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Builder

SANFORD CUSTOM BUILDERS

310 WASHINGTON ST, STE. 202, WELLESLEY
HILLS, 781-416-7007, SANFORDCUSTOM.COM.
It’'snotoftenyou find adedicationtoa
builder’s parents on his website: “Dad,
everything I know aboutbuilding
comes from you...Mom, you [taught] me
tosetveryhigh standards.” Sanford
president Marc Kaplan credits his
developer father and interior designer
mother forhis 3oyears of successin
thebusiness of constructing high-end
custom homes—andunderstanding
homeowners’ emotional investments.

Electrician

HILLCREST ELECTRIC

214 GARDEN ST. #8,NEEDHAM,
781-444-5200.

Whatdoyoulook forin an electrician?
Mostlikelyit’'sthathe or she getsthe
jobdone at areasonable price. Hillcrest
fitsthatbill butalso getsan A-plusona
half-dozen otherimportant criteria—
from the ability to perform triage over
the phone, to showingup atyourhome
inrecordtime, to being patient when
youdon’tknow the right words to
explainwhat’s wrong.

Hardware store

ROBINSONS ACE HARDWARE

ONE NICHOLAS RD., FRAMINGHAM, 508-877-
1888; 31 WASHINGTON ST.(RTE. 85), HUDSON,
978-562-7316; ROBINSONSACE.COM.
Canyoujudge ahardware store by the
number of trucks parked out front?
Hell, yeah. From dawn to dusk, both
locations are bustling with local con-
tractors purchasingeverything from
valves to fixtures to fittings, plus regu-
lar folkin search of grills, snowblowers,
and screws. A family-owned business
since 1874, Robinsons exudes kindness
and ahelpful attitude—and itshuge
inventory keeps customers coming
back for generations.

Landscaper

MACDOWELL COMPANY

21 CENTERST,, WESTON,

781-899-9393, MACDOWELL.COM.
Forthree all-too-brief months ayear,
our backyards become an extension

of ourliving rooms: Screen doors are
propped open, charcoal grills are fired
up, neighborhood children play hide-
and-seekinthe shrubbery. Soit makes
sense thatyouryardbe asthoughtfully

designed asyour home’s interior. Enter
the MacDowell Company, whose 38
years of landscaping experience can
turnatreeless pastureintoa flowering
garden, multilevel terrace, orlake-
shaped pool with a bluestone deck.

Painter, exterior

TLC PAINTING

7 ERIE DR., NATICK, 800-905-1993,
TLCPAINT.COM.

TLC Painting’s goal is one all compa-
nies should adopt: to achieve success
by doing whatisin the customer’s
bestinterest. Seems obvious, but
ownerJohn Mulvaney has figured
outthekeytoaccomplishingthis:

The painters who show up onyour
doorstep promptly every morning are
well-groomed, uniformed, full-time
employees with an average of five years’
experience. Theirwork is superior, and
pastclients have said they’'re polite,
unobtrusive, and “truly nice guys.”

Painter, interior

ASSOCIATED PAINTERS
365BOSTONPOSTRD., STE. 353, SUDBURY,
781-235-8887, ASSOCIATEDPAINTERS.COM.
Luckily, mosthousepainters don't take
years tocomplete ajob (or dispense
philosophy)like Murphy Brown’s
Eldin. But for theintense period of time
they’reinyour home, you still want
someoneyou can trustimplicitly. Ste-
phen Oldach and his crew are notonly
top-notch painters who pride them-
selves on creating aslittledisruptionas
possible—includingusing HEPA-
filtered vacuums to eliminate dust—
butthey’re also expertcraftspeople
who'll repair plaster and woodwork
before they pick up a paintbrush.

Plumber

RELIABLE PIPES

PLUMBING & HEATING

44 EVERIT AVE., FRAMINGHAM,
508-889-6003, RELIABLEPIPESPH.COM.
With somany homeowners install-
ingthousand-dollartoilets and steam
showers these days, busy plumbers
don’'thave timetoreturn calls—let
alone answer their phones. Eric Pow-
ersisararity: a plumberwho takes
calls after dark. Hence the name of his
two-year-old company, which has suc-
ceeded solely by word of mouth. Heand
co-owner Roy Oller offer professional
know-how with a personal touch.

WINNERTELLSALL

IFYOURHOUSE
WERE BURNING,
WHAT THREE THINGS
WOULD YOU GRAB?

I'd get anything related to
my kids, like photo albums
andvideos. I'd save the
cats—but only two of the
three, sincel don’t like
the third. And I'd try to
rescue a sculpture that
my sister made for me. It
comes in three sections,
and it’s pretty heavy. Ifit
were a slow fire, I'd call

a moving company to
help me get it out.

Small repairs

HUSBANDS FOR HIRE

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES
44 VIOLETTE CIR., NORTHBRIDGE,
508-234-2162, HUBBIESFORHIRE.COM.
Yes, thelogo (a’5os housewife
worshipping ahandyman)raises
our feministeyebrows, butthe truth
is, sometimes you need a guy with
some brawn to cleanyour gutters or
take outyourair conditioner. Ed
Mansfield will do anything a burly
spouse might (except that).
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